[Pathophysiology of tetanus rigidity (author's transl)].
Brainstem reflexes have been studied electrophysiologically in six patients with generalized tetanus. The selective impairment of reflexes with long polysynaptic pathways supports the assumption of an interneuronal dysfunction in tetanus. The behaviour of proprioceptive reflexes suggests that hyperactivity of gamma-motoneurons contributes to the rigidity in an early stage of the disease.